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FOREWORD 


In writing the history of the Limerick-Kasbeer Methoaist Protestant 
Church, of Kasbeer, Illinois, we have made use of all the available 
church records, extant. It is to be lamented that for some unknown 
reason our present records go back only to September, 1873. 


We are grateful, however, to Rev. W. H. Jordan, having felt the 
impulse while pastor of the Limerick church, to set down in writing as 
much of the history of the church previous to its present permanent 
records. We quote the following from his own record: “The following 
sketch is made by the writer (W. H. Jordan) from such material as he 
has been able to gather up from Conference Journals, and the testi- 
mony of a few persons who participated more or less in the organiza- 
tion and subsequent history of this society. It is far from being a full 
or satisfactory sketch; but it is placed here while it is in the shape it 
now is, lest even this much may be neglected and lost.” 


We are, also, exceedingly grateful, to the multitude of friends and 
members of the present church for such information given that has 
stimulated our work and made it a pleasant task. 


We have spared no effort to give to the centennial program a 
compact, interesting, and permanent record of the church. We have 
tried to obtain and insure accuracy in all details, but have realized all 
too personally, the possible errors and Omissions in this work. For 
any and all mistakes we beg your leniency. 


Our hearts have been strangely warmed, in living again through 
the pages of revealed records, the first hundred years of this church. 
If Christ tarry, may we share in part the faithfulness, zeal, and sacri- 
fice of the former members and friends of this church: being also faith- 
ful in promoting the cause of Christ in this community, during our 
brief stay upon this earth. 


THE HISTORICAL COMMITTEE: 


Miss Mary Pickup, Chairman 
Miss Marge Slutz 

Mrs. Nettie Vickrey 

Mrs. Mary Jane Townsend 
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Pl ORY 


In the organization of the present Kasbeer church, Enos and Betsy 
Matson, of Princeton, Illinois, were indirectly responsible. In 1836, 
following the brave hearts pioneering into the west, this couple arrived 
in Bureau County. While living in the state of Ohio, they were active 
members of the Methodist Protestant church there, and moving to 
Princeton, Illinois, missed the fellowship and communion of the church 
of their choice. With hearts filled with faith, they wrote back to their 
conference in Ohio for a missionary to be sent to their community. 
The same year the Rev. P. J. Strong, a young man about 24 years of 
age, arrived with his young wife and two boys to be used of God in 
establishing a Methodist Protestant church in the town of Princeton. 
Through the perseverance of faith and sacrifice the work grew and in 
the year of 1838, P. J. Strong, with a stil! greater faith and desire to 
see the cause of Christ prosper, organized the Bureau Circuit, of which 
the community of Limerick was a part. The circuit then covered a 
large amount of territury, probably Bureau, Putnam, Lee and Stark 
Counties. With such a large circuit the Rev. Mr. Strong found it im- 
possible to minister to the needs of all the meeting houses and he had 
for his assisiant, Rev. E. Mercer. According to the historical sketch 
by Rev. Mr. Jordan, the Bureau Circuit in the year of 1840 consisted 
of the following preaching appointments: Limerick, Rock River 
Mission, Troy Grove, and a number of other meeting houses. In 1846 
the Lafayette Circuit was united with the Bureau Circuit, with the 
Rev. D. Bagley and the Rev..D. Hoover as pastors. In 1850 the work 
grew so large that it was found advisable to divide it into two circuits, 
the Limerick charge then coming under the East Bureau Circuit. 


The faithful ones were holding their regular services with a grow- 
ing interest and atiendance. They were humbly sowing the seed, 
yea, building the foundation for future worship. After a few months 
of worship the group finally outgrew the homes, graciously given as 
meeting places, and moved to the historically old, Red Top school 
house. The Red Top school house stood on what is now the farm of 
George Schafer, the old school house being located on the northeast 
corner just across the hard road from the home of Mrs. D. M. Vickrey. 
Many were the spiritual victories of the group called the Methodist 
Protestants in the Red Top school house. The farming homes were 
always opened to the traveling ministers and there was a wonderful 
bond of fellowship and love among the group in that community. 


The families who were most vitally interested in the Methodist 
Protestant Church of the first early days, were Robert and Rebecca 
Limerick and their son, George Limerick, and his wife, Lucretia. The 
little group of perhaps twelve members, often met for services at the 
home of Robert Limerick (on the present Calvin farm). They were 
charter members of the organization and it was given the name of 
“Limerick” in their honor. At this time there was no village of 
Limerick. The church of 1850 was built on the land owned by Robert 
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| Limerick. In the year of 1851 George and Lucretia Limerick deeded 
| to the Methodist Protestant Church two additional lots to be used for 
church purposes. This deed was signed before Justice of the Peace 
Rodolphus Childs, grandfather of Nettie Childs Vickrey. In the year 
1875, January 27, George and Lucretia Limerick again deeded to the 
trustees of the church lots 17 and 18, in the village of Limerick. The 
Trustees at this time were James Ross, Enos Matson, G. N. Palmer 
William Willey, and D. P. Smith. This deed was signed before the 
Justice of the Peace, William Willey. In the year of 1862 Robert and 
Rebecca Limerick deeded to the Limerick church the land for the 
present Limerick cemetery. Mrs. Florence Limerick Mercer of Kasbeer 
and Mrs. Esther Limerick Jackson of Ohio, Ill., are direct descendants 
of Robert Limerick and his son, George Limerick. The deed for the 
cemetery land was witnessed before Justice of the Peace Rober 
Coulter, grandfather of Dean Coulter. 


We are not familiar with all of the names of the charter members 
of the Limerick church, but we know that David Miller and his wife 
Sally Gaston Miller, came to Bureau County in 1836 and settled in 
Dover Township. Mr. and Mrs. David Miller are the grandparents of 
Mrs. Sadie Coulter of Princeton. It is known definitely that they were 
charter members of the Limerick church. They were a part of the 
little organization that had no real church home from 1838 to 1850. 


James Wilson came to Illinois in 1833 and this was before Bureau 
County was surveyed. Uncle Jimmie Wilson was one of the charter 
members of the Methodist Protestant organization. His diary, which 
his grandson, James Wilson, of Princeton, now has, contains these 
notations: “Went to church today,” another noiation in later year: 

“Attended Methodist Protestant Conference as a delegate.’ From this 
diary we learn that Uncle Jimmie Wilson was an aciive member o} 
the Methodist Protestant church of 1838, to the time of his death. 


Noah Bense was also a chartered member of the old Limerick 
Church: 


Anthony Sawyer came to Bureau County in 1838 and purchased 
his farm in Dover Township in 1848. Mrs. Anthony Sawyer and her 
sisters, Amanda Warbdington, became members of the Methodist 
Protestant church in those first early days of 1850. Mr. Sawyer did 
not unite with the church, but gave it his strongest support, both 
spiritually and financially. Mr. and Mrs. Sawyer are the parents of 
our own Mrs. Lillie Sawyer Hussey. 


Peter Matson and Jane Dawson Matson, came to Bureau County 
in 1845. Jane Dawson Matson was one of the earliest members of 
the Limerick church. This statement was learned from a greatly 
treasured obituary of this aged woman who was born in 1800. 


Uncle Johnnie Kasbeer and his wife, Aunt Hannah, came to Ohio 
Township in 1847, and they also became members of this Methodist 
Protestant church and were one of the main factors of the new church 
building of 1850. 
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Jacob Ross came to Ohio Township in 1849. Mr. Ross united with 
the Methodist Protestant church and was also one of the earliest 
members of that church. Uncle James Ross and his wife, Aunt Mar- 
garet, came to Ohio Township in 1851. They immediately united with 
the Limerick Methodist Protestant church and became the leading 
members of that church, and continued so until the passing of the 
dear wife, and later the husband's removal to Princeton. Rev. William 
Ross, brother of James Ross, was ordained a Methodist Protestant 
preacher at the age of 21. He came to Ohio Township in May, 1852, 
where he served one year as pastor of the Limerick church, and also 
took up farming in Section 30. 


Andrew Ross, also a brother of James and William Ross, settled 
in Ohio Township in 1845, and he was the first class leader of the 
Limerick church. Mr. Ross later became an elder of the Christian 
church of Ohio, Illinois. 


Enoch Lumry was the first supervisor of Dover Township, serving 
from 1851 to 1854. His wife, Almeda Lumry, joined the Limerick 
church and was one of the faithful members. 


Mary Matson Townsend, daughter of Peter Matson, came from 
the state of Ohio in 1850, and settled with her husband in the village 
of Limerick, and also became an active member of the church. 


Enos M. Matson setlled at “Matson’s Corner’ in Dover Township 
in the year 1846. He with his entire family of nine children, became 
leading members of the Limerick church. 


William Vickrey (father of D. M. Vickrey) came to Bureau County 
in 1847. His wife, Eliza Vickrey, was one of the early members of 
Limerick church. Mr. Vickrey later became a member in the year 1870. 


William Willey and his wife, Elizabeth, were among the earliest 
members of the Limerick church, and Mr. Willey served as Secretary 
of the Quarterly Conference for almost a half century. 


George N. Palmer and his wife, Ellen Russel Palmer, settled on 
the Palmer homestead in 1855, which is in Sections 6 and 7. Mr. and 
Mrs. Palmer soon joined the Methodist Protestant church of Limerick 
where he became very active in the Sunday School and served as 
Superintendent for over twenty years. 


Elijah Ross, son of James Ross, came with his parents to Bureau 
County on June 22, 1857. Mr. Ross was united in marriage to Mary 
Miller, daughter of David Miller. Thus we see these two young 
people, children of Methodist Protestant parents, taking up their work 
in the Limerick church. They are the parents of our own Charles 
Ross, a member of our church at this time (1938) and also the rf rents 
of Mrs. Laura Ross Crownover, who was the pianist of the Limerick 
church in her girlhood days. 
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Daniel P. Smith and wife were also members of the early church 
and we find Mr. Smith as one of the Trustees in 1875. Daniel P. Smith 
zame to Ohio Township in 1845. 


The above mentioned pioneer families are those of whom definite 
church membership had been obtained previous to the year 1860. 
No doubt notations should have been made of many other faithful 
members of the early days. 


This little group of worshipers drifted about on the courtesy of 
the community, week after week holding services in the homes of 
friends and members. For twelve years they were without a real 
church home and finally it was decided to build a place of worship 
advantageously located in meeting the traveling needs of the mem- 
bers. In the summer of the year 1850 the little church erection was 
started in the village of Limerick. The fall of that same year it was 
completed with much prayer and praise and thanksgiving to God by 
the group of believers. Again turning to the brief historical sketch 
of the Rev. Mr. Jordan, we quote: “the meeting house was begun in 
the summer and erected, and made ready for occupancy as near as 
we can get the facts sometime late in 1850. The house stood on the 
site of the present meeting house (the old Limerick church) and was 
in every way sufficient and ample for the time and the wants of the 
neighborhood.’ This church was built on a street running east and 
west and this street is still to be found in the old village of Limerick, 
and leaves the hard road at the corner where Sherman Sargent now 
lives. The church was located on the corner of the street a little to the 
southeast of the present Charles Sargent home. 


The following year in 1851, the Rev. L. S. Bartlett became the first 
resident pastor of the church. For about 10 years this little meeting 
house met the needs of the ever-growing membership. The following 
is a list of the pastors serving this first church: In 1851, L. S. Bartlett; 


in 1852; Wm. Ross; in 1853, W. Crompton, with Wm. Ross, assisting; 
in 1854, Daniel Young; in 1855, C. Gray and W. Crompton; during this 
year the Princeton church united with the East Bureau circuit, under 
the above pastors; 1856, C. Gray and W. Crompton; during this year 
the name of the circuit was changed again, from East Bureau to 
Bureau; in 1857-8, G. Williams; in 1859, Dr. C. Gray and C. A. Kirk- 
patrick. In 1853, under the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Crompton, the 
east part of the present parsonage was built to accommodate the 
pastor and his family. 


Now this little church building housed these Methodist Protestants 
who gathered here in like precious faith to worship their blessed Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. For many miles around the community 
was being reached by this little group of faithful witnesses. Many 
came from the north, near Ohio, others from the east, the far west 
and south. 
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Under the pastorate of Dr. Gray, who was not only the minister 
of the town of Limerick, but also its physician, the second church 
building was erected in the fall of 1859 and the spring of 1860. The 
members first moved the old meeting house to the east of the lot that 
was to house the old Limerick church. This old meeting house was 
then used as a tenant house, being divided into two parts, accom- 
modating two families. 


The new church, occupying the old site on the corner, was the 
landmark of the community. It was the pride and joy of every mem- 
ber. It represented a sacrifice on the part of the members that only 
eternity will reveal. This new church was an up-to-date building for 
those times. Having been completed in the spring of 1860, some time 
in June it was dedicated. The guest speaker for this auspicious 
occasion was the Rev. Joel Dalbey, Jr. 


It is believed that around this time the Limerick charge left the 
Bureau Circuit to be established as an independent station at Limerick 
in the Methodist Protestant denomination. 


For 42 years this church served its community well. It led the 
spiritual battle into the camp of the enemy under faithful and much 
loved pastors. The pastors which served this Limerick charge from 
1860 to 1902 were: C. Gray and Ford in 1860; C. Gray and D. Boucher 
in 1861. In 1862 to 1864 P. Yarnell was the pastor of the old Limerick 
church assisted each of the years with the following men: G. L. Taylor, 
J. G. Whitcome, and Robert Rice. During the year of 1864, the Rev. 
Mr. Yarnell died while in the service of His Lord at Limerick. The 
grave of this saint of God is still with us at Limerick cemetery. Mr. 
Yarnell was a well loved pastor, always endeavoring to promote the 
cause of Christ as he saw it. He was not very healthy and it is 
reported that he passed from the church militant to the church 
triumphant, succumbing to typhoid fever. The remainder of the 
church year was served by the Rev. Robert Rice alone. In 1865, the 
pastors were R. Burns and R. Glendenning, the latter leaving before 
the completion of the church year. In 1866, Tobias Finkbine min- 
istered to the spiritual needs of the people, and during his stay in 
Limerick the Illinois and North Illinois Methodist Protestant Confer- 
ences were united in leadership of Northem Illinois. In 1867-8 the 
Rev. B. Finkbine was pastor. Sometime in the summer of 1868 the 
west part of the old Limerick parsonage was added, it was not com- 
pleted, however, until under the pastorate of the Rev. Wm. H. Jordan, 
in 1869. Mr. Jordan served this community from 1869 to 1870. Under 
the leadership of this able man of God the church took definite for- 
ward steps in many years. During the latter months of 1869 a move- 
ment got underway for the repairing of the church. The building 
was remodeled, being changed somewhat inside; a basement was 
put under the structure; new pews were installed, being much more 
comfortable than the older ones, and an organ was purchased to add 
beauty and deeper worship in the church services. Much dissension 
was caused among the membership when it was voted advisable to 
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add the organ to the church property. It was believed by many mem- 
bers to be an instrument of the devil! Such an instrument in the 
church was considered by those dear people to be as bad asa 
modern jazz orchestra in our church today! 


The spiritual condition of the church under Mr. Jordan was deep, 
Christ-like and pervading the community. In January and February, 
1870, a mighty revival swept through the whole church and com- 
munity. Men and women were convicted of their sins in the sight of 
God; men and women realized that Jesus Christ was the world’s only 
Saviour, and by faith they accepted Him as the Lord of their life. 
After this Holy Spirit revival 115 people confessed Christ by joining 
the Limerick church! Of the 115 members mostly all of them were 
young people, destined in the province of God to be the leaders of 
the church tomorrow. Mr. Jordan was greatly praised by the 
people for being the instrument in the hand of God in bringing so 
many to Christ. 


Following the Rev. Mr. Jordan in 1872-3, Dr. C. Gray again be- 
came the pastor of this church. From 1874 to 1877 the Rev. A. H. 
Widney was the minister. In 1878 to 1879 the pastor of the church 
was G. L. Taylor. The second repeating pastor to serve the people 
of Limerick was the beloved Rev. Wm. H. Jordan. He was pastor for 
the second time from 1880-81. In 1881 to 1883, J. W. Kidd; in 1883 to 
1885, J. A. Reichard; in 1885 to 1887, J. R. Runyam; from 1887 to 1892 
the Rev. Dr. W. B. Bolton. Dr. Bolton was also the community 
physician, like his forerunner, the Rev. Dr. Gray. Dr. Bolton served 
the longest term of any of the pastors in the old Limerick church. He 
was a man greatly beloved for his ministry, both physical and 
spiritual. From 1892 to 1896 the Rev. R. E. Fox led the members of 
this church in their worship. Rev. Mr. Fox was a quiet and thoughtful 
man, steady and true to the cause of Christ. Everywhere he was 
held in high esteem, he had great musical gifts, and he was especially 
proficient with the flute. Under his ministry the old Limerick church 
was again visited with a gracious Holy Spirit revival. Many of the 
present church leaders were saved during the special services held 
under Mr. Fox. Among them were the following: Mrs. Connie Mc- 
Geary, Mrs. Nellie Chambers, Mrs. Nellie Hensel, Mrs. Allison Wilson, 
Charles Sargent, Miss Marge Slutz, Mr. and Mrs. Mercer, Mrs. Florence 
Mercer, Albert Bryant, Mrs. Blanche Bruton, Mrs. Nettie Fordham, 
John Sweitzer. 


From 1896 to 1899, the Rev. J. M. Langley; from 1899 to 1901, the 
Rev. J. P. Collier. Mr. Collier came to Limerick from the southern part 
of Illinois. He was a man of well poised feeling and judgment, 
always courteous and loyal to his church. From 1901-1902 the Rev. 
V. E. Huffer was pastor. . 

Perhaps a mental picture of the Limerick church and its location 
as found in the years of 1900 and 1901 would be interesting as it 
was voted by the majority of the congregation to move to Kasbeer 
and build a new church. Two large evergreen trees stood in front of 
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the church, one on each side. On the west lot of the church there 
was a great row of soft maple trees, extending north and south the 
length of the entire lot. | 


A high board fence was built on the north side to give shelter io 
the horses that were tied during services in bad and stormy weatnev. 
‘he church lot on the east was also covered with maple trees running 
north and south. 


The church was built quite high from the ground on a brick 
foundation and stood facing the south. Four large windows were on 
each side of the large auditorium, and two windows were in the south 
end. An additional hallway was built on the outside of the churcn 
and two small doors were the outside entrances. 


This church was illuminated with kerosene lamps and great 
clusters of these lamps hung from a chandelier in the center ot the 
auditorium. It is reported that Alex Wallace, the faithful sexton, 
made these lamps his greatest pride and never did one see such 
finely polished lamp chimneys and well-trimmed lamps as were ex- 
hibited in the old Limerick church The heating equipment consisted 
of two large peculiar looking furnaces, yet they comfortably heated 
the auditorium to the satisfaction of all. 


Horses and buggies were the mode of travel in the time of the 
popularity of the Limerick church. There was a sidewalk about 100 
feet directly in front of the church. This walk was more like a plat- 
form as it was raised three feet from the ground. The height of this 
walk was arranged in this way so that anyone driving up with a 
horse and buggy could step directly from the buggy to the sidewalk. 


On top of this church, just over the entrance, was a tall belfry 
of two stories and on each of the four sides were two windows facing 
east, west, north and south. In this belfry hung the old historic bell 
Sunday after Sunday tolling out the call to worship. The bell was 
also used to toll out to the community the death of a departed loved 
one in the surrounding neighborhood of Limerick. It could be heard 
for miles around in the old village and someiimes was the only means 
of notifying the people of the death of one in the community. 


As a landmark in the community, one can never forget the old 
Limerick church. In the providence of God this church served well 
the community, bringing spiritual blessing to hundreds and moral 
uplift to many and it was a social center for all the functions of the 
neighborhood in the late years of the nineteenth century. As a 
spiritual blessing many of the older members of this church still wor- 
shiping in our midst, can state of the times that God visited with them 
in a unique way; as to the moral uplift, the old Limerick church will 
ever stand in the history of Bureau county as a stronghold against 
the vice and poverty of intemperance. The members and friends of 
this church banded themselves together against the saloon and 
whisky. A temperance society was organized in 1875 and for many 
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years under the able leadership of Mrs. Alice Kasbeer McCleary, this 
group grew as a far-reaching infuence to many. This temperance 
organization gave a temperance program once a month (in the ev- 
ening) at the old Limerick church, which was crowded to capacity on 
these occasions. These temperance meetings held out over a period 
of some fifteen years, and only died out when prohibition began to 
have such a firm foothold in the neighborhood. Other leaders serving 
this group well, along with the leadership of Mrs. McCleary, was Mr. 
and Mrs. D. M. Vickrey, John Sweitzer, E. M. Stanard. 


Under the leadership of the Rev. J. P. Collier, in 1901 definite plans 
began to take form as the advisability of moving this church to the 
growing little village of Kasbeer. In the year 1885 the long looked 
for railroad was surveyed from Zearing to Walnut and missed the 
village of Limerick, passing just three-quarters of a mile north through 
Kasbeer. This was a great disappointment to the folk that had their 
residence in Limerick. At first no one thought of moving the greatly 
beloved church from its original site in Limerick, but as time passed 
by, year after year, and the different pastors would come to serve the 
Limerick charge and take up their new pastorate, they were dis- 
appointed to find their field of labor in a little village without any 
accommodations whatever. They had to drive a horse or walk to 
Kasbeer for their mail and all other necessities for carrying on their 
homelife. Not only did the pastors press the removal of the church to 
Kasbeer because of lack of accommodations, but a great reason was 
the possibility of another denomination coming into the little village 
of Kasbeer and endangering the work of the Methodist Protestant 
church in Limerick. The situation called for decisions that seem 
almost inevitable. The members and friends of this noble little church 
began at last to see the position before them—a position that called 
for sacrifice, heartache, but above ali, a challenge and vision, for 
greater usefulness in the cause of Christ. 


For more accurate information regarding the removal of the 
Limerick church to Kasbeer we quote from the church secretary's 
report of the congregational meeting: ‘By the request of the mem- 
bers of the church, the trustees authorized the announcement of a 
meeting of the memyers of the Limerick church to determine the 
advisability of changing the location from Limerick to Kasbeer. 
Pursuant to the said call, the church met on October 28, 1901, to 
determine said question. The meeting was called to order at 2:30 
p. m. by James L. Coulier, after which the Rev. V. E. Huffer was 
elected chairman and a short devotional exercise was conducted. 
The meeting elected Blanche Kasbeer secretary. A motion then 
prevailed that the church appoint two tellers. According to said 
motion, the chair appointed John Sweiizer and Earl M. Scholes as 
teller. By motion the vote was taken by ballot, the ballot to be 
deposited with the tellers as the names were called from the register. 
The tellers prepared the »sallot and the meeting proceeded to con- 
sider, first, the changing of the church from Limerick to Kasbeer. The 
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ballot box was examined by the tellers and found to be empty. The 
roll was then called and the members proceeded to vote by placing 
their vote in the hands of the tellers who numbered it and put it into 
tne ballot box. In voting on the question the ballots were to read 
‘yes’ or ‘no’. When all members had voted in the usual form the 
ballot was declared closed. The ballot box was unlocked and the 
tellers and the secertary proceeded to count the votes. The official 
result as read was as follows: Total votes cast, 89: one of which was 
blank, 66 affirmative or ‘yes’ and 22 negalive or ‘no.’ It was then 
declared that more than the two-thirds vote required on the affirma- 
tive side had been cast. Hence, the expression of the church on the 
proposition to change the church site from Limerick to Kasbeer was 
shown by the above majority in favor of Kasbeer. Ballots were then 
prepared for the second propostion, i. e., whether we move the old 
church or build a new one. It was then decided by the meeting that 
these ballots be read ‘build’ or ‘move.’ The members voted as on 
the previous question. When all had voted the ballot was declared 
closed and the meeting by its secretary and tellers proceeded to count 
the ballots. The official result of this ballot was as follows: Total 
number of votes cast, 72; four of which were blank, 58 to ‘build’ and 
10 to ‘move.’ Thus the voice of the people decided we would have a 
new church. By motion all of the church property was left in the 
hands of the trustees to dispose of to the best of their judgment, and 
decide on the advisability of moving the parsonage. All of the busi- 
ness having been attended to, the meeting then adjourned.” 


It was some time after the vote was taken before actual work 
began in the tearing down of the old church. Much of the material 
was disposed of but the brick basement of the Limerick church was 
hauled by the faithful farmers to Kasbeer, there to become the brick 
basement used as the foundation for the present church located at 
_Kasbeer. 


The pastors of the Limerick-Kasbeer church in its transitory state 
were the Rev. V. E. Huffer and the Rev |. T. Haverfield. The Rev. Mr. 
Huffer stayed little over one year, but during his administration he 
helped to plan the present church. In the year of 1902 the Rev. I. T. 
Haverfield arrived in the community to fill out the year of Mr. Huffer 
and to become the leading figure in the work of building and dedicat- 
ing the new church at Kasbeer. Quoting again from the church 
record, we find in the writing of the Rev. Mr. Haverfield the following, 
regarding the parsonage and the new church: "After due deliberation 
it was decided to move the Limerick parsonage to Kasbeer and repair 
the same, as well as to build the new church. With this object in 
view a subscription paper was started. Brother Sumner Kasbeer and 
wife donated lots in the village of Kasbeer, Illinois, valued at $200.00, 
on which the trustees were to move the parsonage and build a new 
church. The parsonage was moved and repaired at the cost of about 
$500.00 in the winter and spring of 1902. In the meantime subscrip- 
tions amounting to 52,000.00 were secured and the work of taking 
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down the old Limerick church began and the foundation of the new 
church was laid in the spring of 1902. The building of the new church 
progressed slowly under the direction of the trustees and the pastor 
until on November 15, 1902, it was thought safe to fix the date for 
dedication for December 14, 1902. Announcements were accordingly 
made and the Rev. Dr. R. E. Fox, president of the North [Illinois 
Methodist Protestant Conference, and a former pasior in the old 
Limerick church, was invited to preach the sermon and dedicate the 
new building. At a business meeting held on Saturday afternoon, 
the 15th, it was found that to be able to dedicate the church it would 
be necessary to raise $2,700.00.” 


It is reported that the day of dedication came, and in the words 
of Mrs. Alice McCleary, then church secretary, “it was a beautiful one. 
The Heavenly Father, seeming in the brightness of the day to sanction 
the act that was about to take place.’ The new church was com- 
pletely filled and the Rev. Mr. Haverfield proved to be a splendid 
financial secretary, and after about one hour raised the required 


amount by personal pledges and subscription to dedicate the church 


without debt! Truly it was a day of rejoicing and praising God for 
His faithfulness to the people of the Kasbeer community. Dr. R. E. 
Fox gave a challenging sermon and was assisted in the dedication 
of the present building by the Rev. Mr. Anderson, pastor of the Dover 
Congregational church; the Rev. Mr. Kelly, pastor of the Methodist 
Protestant church of Ohio; and the ministering pastor of the church, 
the Rev. Mr. Haverfield. At the annual conference of the Methodist 
Protestant denomination at Farmers City, Illinois, the name of the 
church was changed from Limerick to Kasbeer. 


The present Kasbeer church is a very imposing looking structure. 
It faces the south and is located at the corner of Maple Street and 
First Avenue in the village of Kasbeer. The main auditorium runs 
east and west and will seat 300. The Endeavor room is a room on 
the south of the main auditorium, and separating these two worshiv 
halls we find three large rolling doors that may be opened when 
opportunity affords, making one large audience room. A large base- 
ment, fully equipped, has housed our Sunday School and has also 
been used to minister to the social needs of the Kasbeer community. 


While this very efficient plant was being built under the admin- 
istration of the Rev. Mr. Haverfield, the worship services of the church 
were being held in the old hall which was located over Smith 
Brothers’ store. 


Mr. Haverfield spent three busy years in the Kasbeer charge and 
because of his sacrificial efforts and diligent work the church con- 
tinued to grow in numerical attendance as well as spiritual grace. 
Following Mr. Haverfield in the fall of 1905 the Rev. J. W. Harmon 
became pastor of the growing church in a growing community. The 
Rev. Mr. Harmon was a well-liked, wide awake, active preacher, full 
of zeal and enthusiasm for the cause of Christ. For three years Rev. 
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Mr. Harmon labored in the midst of the Kasbeer people and was 
rewarded with a fruitful ministry. During Rev. Mr. Harmon's leader- 
ship, Billy Sunday visited Princeton and after his revival 74 peo- 
ple united with the Kasbeer church. Leaving in the fall of 1908 
he was followed by the Rev. F. L. Smith. Again, under the leadership 
of the Rev. Mr. Smith, the church went forward in the spiritual realm. 
Another wonderful revival was held in the church while he was pastor 
and many members were added to the church by confession of their 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The Rev. Mr. Smith believed in the 
personal touch with his people, and notwithstanding the many duties 
of the minister, this young man of God found time to call at nearly 
every home in the community. The Rev. Mr. Smith was a carefui 


student of the Bible, and loved to preach its doctrines. He was a 
writer of some note, and also a very deep preacher. In the fall of 
191] the Rev. D. M. Harris arrived at Kasbeer to take up the pastoral 
duties for the next two years. He was followed in September, 1913, 
by the Rev. W. H. Lewis. The Rev. Mr. Lewis gave four busy years 
to the work of the church and his labors under God have helped to 
make the church what it is today. The Rev. Mr. Lewis was greatly 
interested in education and because of this he endeavored to 
stimulate the ambitions of the young people about him. He was an 
inspiration to many for earnest living and ever lifted his congregations 
to higher levels of intellectual and spiritual life. Under the able leader- 
ship of the Rev. Mr. Lewis, the Kasbeer church was again changed 
and repaired. A driveway that ran between the parsonage and 
church was seeded down into a nice iawn when automobiles began 
to take the place of the horse and buggy. A concrete floor was added 
to the basement of the church, electric lights were installed, a steam 
heating plant was also installed, and a new wooden shingle roof was 
added to the parsonage. In the fall of 1917 the Rev. F. J. Baylis was 
called to follow the leadership of Mr. Lewis. For five years the Rev. 
Mr. Baylis carried on a noble work for the cause of Christ at Kasbeer 
Methodist Protestant church. One of his first acts was to establish 
this church as a community house of worship, endeavoring to reach 
men and women in the neighborhood of other denominations. He 
saw his purpose here plainly and without hesitation, he followed it 
through. The Kasbeer free chautauqua was entirely original with 
Rev. Mr. Baylis. During the terrible days of the World War Rev. Mr. 
Baylis was the pastor of Kasbeer church and his co-operation was 
telt by the war organizations as he led drives for the Red Cross and 


ably assisted in raising money for the cause of democracy. The tall 
flag pole standing to the west of the church was erected by the funds 


that Mr. Baylis collected and was dedicated to the memory of the 
soldier boys of our past wars. 
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In the year 1922 the Rev. R. E. Brooks of the state of Ohio then 
became pastor, serving until September, 1927. Mr. Brooks upon his 
arrival found the spiritual state of the church very good, but there 
was a financial debt of over $800.00. Being a young man filled with 
enthusiasm and ambition to promote the cause of Christ, he at once 
set out to clear the church of debt. In every plan he undertook he 
received the cooperation of the members and friends of the churcn. 
Rev. Mr. Brooks was fortunate in having four women in his congrega- 
tion who were old-fashioned quilters, Mrs. Emily Childs, Mrs. Allison 
Wilson, Mrs. Mary J. Pickup, and Mrs. Mary Jane Townsend. They 
worked faithfully for the church and in five years quilted 150 quilts. 
Notes were paid off one by one, until they were fully paid. During 
the early part of Mr. Brooks’ pastorate one of the greatest friends of 
the Kasbeer church passed away in January, 1923. No one could 
have endeared themselves to a community more than W. C. Riley. 
The Kasbeer church flourished under the leadership of Mr. Brooks. 
Many of the organizations of the church he placed on a working 


basis. The missionary society was laboring without a leader and 
Mr. Brooks with his splendid initiative took over the management and 
brought the society to a firm footing. In 1924 Mr. Brooks organized 
the summer Daily Vacation Bible School which has grown in popu- 
larity each successive year. He was also editor of the church paper, 
“The Community Record.” He served the church for five years until 
September, 1927. From September, 1927, to January, 1928, the Kas- 
beer Methodist Protestant church was without a stationed pastor. 


In December, 1927, the conference president, the Rev. Fred 
Rueckert, communicated with the church in regard to the calling of a 
young man who was then a student at the Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago, as their pastor. Mr. Harold E. Garner came to Kasbeer for 
a trial sermon and received a unanimous call to become the pastor 
of Kasbeer church. On January 17, 1928, the Rev. Mr. Gamer arrived 
in Kasbeer tolead under God, the Kasbeer Methodist Protestant 
church, into greater fields of services and spiritual life than it had 
seen since the beginning of the century. One of his first achievements 
was the organizing of a boys’ club. Following this a teachers’ train- 
ing class was organized and successfully taught. Another organiza- 
tion that was new to Kasbeer was the founding under the pastorate 
of Mr. Garner, the week-day church school which met every Tuesday 
and Friday afternoons at the church for Bible instruction to the 
children of the neighborhood. 


In June, 1928, the Rev. Mr. Garner re-organized the Ladies’ Aid 
Society with ninety members. The women of the church were most 
faithful and in seven months alone, through the combined efforts of 
the Missionary Society and Ladies’ Aid raised over $1,000.00. 
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The Rev. Mr. Garner, the youngest minister to proclaim the Word of 


1927 - 1933 
Rev. H. E. Garner 


ipeRerap (OS /ore) 


Rev. Raymond Ross 
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God from the Kasbeer pulpit, served 
the longest pastorate of any of the 
tifty-three pastors in the combined 
Limerick-Kasbeer churches. His per- 
sonality, zeal, and untiring efforts 
won him many friends in this com- 
munity. Never did the church grow 
as. under the direction of this 
capable young man. Mr. Garner 


“received not only the co-operation 


of the members of the Kasbeer 
church, but also of the entire com- 
munity. Under his successful pas- 
torate the Kasbeer church was 
visited with the Evangelists, the Rev. 
Mr. Littrell of the Manlius Baptist 
church, and the Rev. Mr. Long of 
Chicago. Many of the present 
active members were saved under 


the above — special evangelistic 
Services. 


During the pastorate of the Rev. 
Mr. Garner, Raymond Ross, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ross, entered 
the Moody Bible Institute, gradu- 
ating with the class of December, 
1935. In February, 1937, he was or- 


dained in the Union Church of 
Oglesby, where the Rev. Mr. Garner, 
now is carrying on a successful pas- 
torate. On April 4, 1937, the Rev. Mr. 
Ross, the first person from the Kas- 
beer church to qualify as an ordain- 
2d minister, left to become a mis- 
sionary to the Indians of South Amer- 
ica. He is supported by the Oglesby 
Union Church and working under 
the South American Inland Mission- 
ary Union. 


Following the resignation of Mr. Garner to accept a call to the 
Oglesby church, in Jonuary, 1934, the Rev. Mr. Charles Alford, became 
pastor of the Kasbeer church. Under the administration of Mr. Alford 
a young people’s gospel team was organized. This team, composed of 
many of the young people of the church, went from church to church 
witnessing to the saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. Though Mr. 
Alford had but a brief stay in the community, serving but one year 
and a half, his ministry was blessed of God. Another splendid revival 
service was held under Mr. Alford with the Rev. P. B. Chenult, as the 


evangelist. 


Mr. Alford will always be remembered by his many friends as the 
ideal pastor in visitation work. Many have been the praises as to his 
ability to bring comfort and cheer to the sick and afflicted through his 
ministry of the Word of Life. 


In September, 1935, the present pactor, the Rev. Raymond S. Bach 
arrived to take over the responsibilities of promoting the cause of 
Christ in this neighborhood. Mr. Bach is also a graduate of the Moody 

, Bible Institute of Chicago and brings 
to his congregation splendid ser- 
mons delivered straight from God's 
Book and filled with the teachings 
of Christ. Rev. Mr. Bach has a 
wonderful group of young people 
among which he is a wonderful 
leader. 


Under the leadership of Mr. Bach 
many repairs of the church have 
been made, financed by the free 
will offering of the loyal members 
and friends of the church. In Decem- 
ber, 1936, under the evangelist, the 
Rev. John Jess, the Kasbeer church 
held a revival service. Many con- 
verts were added to the church 
membership ‘because of these meet- 
ings. 


Rev. Mr. Bach and his little family 
nold a dear place in the hearts of 
the Kasbeer people. A young man, 


1935 - 1938 
Rev. Raymond S. Bach he impresses one as being a real 


Christian gentleman. His serenity of spirit, the beauty of his inner life 
as lived here endears him to all his parishioners and many friends. 


And what more can we say? Only this—may God help us by His 
grace to “forget not the old landmarks,” but press on in the new 
century that is before us—confident of this “that He which hath begun 
a good work in us will perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ.” 
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AP BRIEF “HISTORY OF THE MUSIC OF THE 
LIMERICK-KASBEER CHURCH 


With the installation of the new church organ, in 1869, Miss Becky 
Ross became the first organist to play at the Limerick church. Her 
playing and singing will long be remembered as a means used of 
God in deepening the worship of the church. 


About the year 1874 or 1875 Miss Abby Ross became the organist 
of the church, and she was ably assisted by Miss Prudence Smith. 


The third organist of the Limerick church was Miss Laura Ross, 
who served faithfully many years, playing the old gospel hymns of 
the church. 


Following Miss Laura Ross the organist was Miss Ida Longworth. 
Miss Longworth in tum was followed by Mr. Edward Furgeson, who 
served around the years of 1908 to 1909. 


In the year of 1895 under the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Fox, Mrs. 


/Gertrude Matson Sweitzer became the organist of the Limerick 
church and for a period of about 32 years she served efficiently and 
faithfully the Limerick and Kasbeer churches. Her ministry to the 
community was blessed of God, and she receives not only the grati- 


tude of this church but one often hears the former ministers remark 
that nowhere in the Illinois Methodist Protestant Conference have they 
met such loyal and devoted service as was given by Mrs. Swietzer 
in her splendid playing and beautiful singing. 


In 1928, following Mrs. Sweitzer, the church elected Mrs. Gladys 
Sargent, and who, but for the brief period of about one year and a 
half, when the talented wife of the Rev. Mr. Alford, Mrs. Evelyn Alford, 
played, has been faithfully carrying the responsibility of the church 
music. In recent years Mrs. Sargent has been ably assisted in her 
worship and musical programs by such lovely voices as Mrs. Gene 
Nattziger, Miss Dorothy Sargent, Mrs. Madeline Smith, Mrs. Helen 
Bach, Mrs. Margaret Carter, and the Kasbeer Girls’ Quartet, Mrs. 
Bernice Quickel, Miss Dorothy McCall, Miss Marjorie Moodie, Mrs. 
Helen Hild. 


LIMERICK AND KASBEER MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 


The Limerick church did not take up active Missionary work until 
the year 1879. Rev. W. H. Jordan was the pastor at this time, and 
his wife, a devout Christian woman, organized a Woman's Foreign 
Missionary Society in the Limerick church and this was the first 
organization of that kind in the Methodist Protestant churches of 
Illinois. We had no branch at that time. We had no districts, we 
simply had one little organization at Limerick, with just a little band ot 
women, of which our own Mrs. Phillip Hensel, mother of George Hen- 
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sel, was a member, also Aunt Hannah Kasbeer, and many others. 
During the years 1887-90 a Mission Band was organized among the 
children of 10 to 12 years of age. The leader of this band was Mrs. 
Alice Kasbeer McCleary. The little children of this Mission Band num- 
bered about ten, and among them were Nannie Matson Paden, now 
of Princeton, Gertie Matson Sweitzer, now of Ohio Township, and Mrs. 
Nettie Childs Vickrey of the Kasbeer church, and Miss Marge Slutz. 
Alice Kasbeer, as teacher, planted deep the seeds of the missionary 
spirit in her class of girls. 


Other churches throughout Illinois fell in line with the Limerick 
church and missionary societies were organized here and there. The 
branch was organized in 1883, -on Sept. 15, at Deland, Hl., during the 
annual conference, and Mrs. Jordan was the first president. 


The first missionary to visit the Limerick church was Miss Annie 
Forest, who went to Japan as a missionary in 1886, returning home on 
a furlough in 1890. She spoke at the Limerick church and also spent 
several hours visiting at the Pickup home, where Uncle Edmund 
Fickup, son of Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Pickup, became very interested 
in this cause which she loved so well. Uncle Edmund promised his 
help to Miss Forest and for many years he supported Hatsumi Inouye, 
a Japanese girl, and gave her a wonderful musical education who 
used her talent for the Lord and taught music and singing in our school 
in Yokohama. Uncle Edmund received many letters of deep gratitude 
from her. 

The little band, which Mrs. Jordan organized, were struggling 
along, not holding their meeting so regularly, but still holding on 
when in 1901 Miss Margaret Kuhns came home on furlough from 
Japan and came to the Limerick church to speak. 


Miss Margaret Kuhns (who is now Mrs. A. G. Dixon and matron 
of the Orphan’s Home in North Carolina) organized the present Mis- 
sionary Society. The society was organized October 6, 1901. The 
pastor’s wife, Mrs. V. E. Huffer, was elected president; secretary, Mar- 
jorie Slutz; treasurer, Nellie Trimble Hensel; corresponding secretary, 
Mrs. Mary Stanard. The first vice president was Mrs. Nettie Vickrey. 


Some of the charter members are still faithful members during all 
of these 37 years, among them are Mrs. Clara Matson, Mrs. Nettie 
Vickrey and Aunt Mary Jane Townsend. Much of the success of the 
new society was due to the efforts of Mrs. Gertrude Sweitzer, Mrs. 
Mary Stanard, Mrs. Amy Matson, Mrs. Nellie Hensel, Mrs. Laura Lamb 
Billeaux, Mrs. Gertie Scholes, Marjorie Slutz, Mrs. J. H. Childs and Mrs. 
Mae Childs, all of whom were charter members. Since 1902 we are 
known as Kasbeer. Society. In the year of 1908 our society helped in 
sending a folding organ to China, which is still in use. 


In the year 1916 Rev. Charles Heininger of China, one of our own 
missionaries, visited our ‘society and created great interest in our 
work in China. 
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In the year 1917 Miss Olive Hodges of Yokohama, Japan, spent a 
very happy afternoon with the auxiliary at the home of Mrs. Emily 
Childs. Miss Hodges persuaded our auxiliary to adopt the monthly 
budget plan and this plan has been faithfully carried out up to the 
present time. 


Our society was very active from the time of its reorganization in 
1901 to the present time, and the Kasbeer auxiliary has never failed 
to send delegates to the branch meeting. In ithe year 1918 we espe- 
cially enjoyed Miss Alice Coates, our kindergarten teacher in Japan. 
This meeting was held at Ponemah. 


In the years 1927-28 we raised a generous fund for the support 
of Rev. Otaka of Japan, who was in college in Chicago at that time. 
Today, 1938, Rev. Otaka is a real Christian pastor of our Methodist 
Protestant churches in Japan and is looked to for all advice and man- 
agement of our schools at Yokohama. And remember, Kasbeer 
auxiliary helped with education. Does Missionary work pay? Answer 
it yourself. 


In the vear 1927-28 we went into the “merger” with all Methodist 
Protestant auxiliaries. From this date on we dropped the name of 
“Foreign Missions’” and we were allowed to raise funds for Home 
Missions also. This was a great step in our work. The “merger” also 
placed all lady members of the church in the missionary records as 
active members. Our delegates attended the first meeting of the new 
organization at Concord, Illinois, June 4, 1929. 


In the year 1920 we contributed generously to a fund in memory 
of Mrs. Annie Wilson of Ohio, Illinois, who had served as branch 
president for so many years. This fund was raised by all Illinois’ 
auxiliaries in her memory and the “Wilson Memorial Home” was 
erected and furnished at Yokohama, Japan, as a home for our mis- 
sionaries to occupy during their strenuous lives as our missionaries. 


Our Kasbeer Society took on new life after merger and our 
membership has never numbered less than 80 since that time. In the 
year 1930 and 1931 we raised $405.25. This was the largest amount 
we have ever raised. The past four years we have raised our budget 
in full, which is $285. We have a memgership of 83. We have nine 
life members. They are: Mrs. Mary J. Townsend, Mrs. Nettie Vickrey, 
Mrs. Alice McCleary, Mrs. Roy Brooks, Roy E. Brooks, Mrs. Emma Hen- 
sel, Mrs. Cora Shugart, Mrs. Melisse Coulter and Rev. H. Gamer. 
Perpetual members: Aunt Clara Matson and Mary Jane Townsend. 
Memorial members total 21. They are: Aunt Hannah Kasbeer, Uncle 
Johnnie Kasbeer, Phillip Hensel, Mrs. Phillip Hensel, G. N. Palmer, Mrs. 
G. N. Palmer, Edmund Pickup, Mrs. John Childs, John Childs, Alfred 
Childs, William Riley, Mrs. Jennie Hayden, Mrs. Ruth Hayden, Mrs. 
Mary Pickup, Mrs. Maria Wilson, Miss Ida Collins, Mrs. Herbert 
Moody, Mrs. Roscoe Johnson, Mrs. Arthur Fordham and D. M. Vickrey 
and Mrs. Janie Pinion. ; 
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FORWARD TO THE LAST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 
KASBEER COMMUNITY CHURCH 


What a challenge it has been throughout the many years of the 
preaching of the Gospel from this pulpit. From its past history, we 
clearly sense that the “old fashioned Gospel” had been proclaimed 
throughout a century and a quarter. 


What a privilege we have as we celebrate the one hundred and 
twenty-fifth year of continuous Gospel preaching and God's goodness 
and Grace to us. It is through the Grace of our dear Lord that God 
has enabled the church to withstand the attacks of Satan. 


Through the preaching of the Word, the prayers and giving of 
God's people, no doubt, help to hasten our Lord’s return. It is with 
real joy to be able to share with you what “God hath wrought 
through the Kasbeer Community Church. As you read the old and 
the new history, look back and thank God for the church's testimony. 
Then take courage and ‘press toward the mark for the prize and high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Philipians 3:14. 


Carl G. Conradt, Pastor 


THE CONRADT FAMILY 


Lois, Rev. Conradt, Joyce, David, Mrs. Conradt. 
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Rev. Raymond Bach 


SS 


Rev. Victor Augsburger 


The first one hundred years of the 
Church's ministry was blessed by 
several revivals and as a result, 
many were ddded to the body of 


Christ and into the membership of 
the church. 


Rev. Raymond Bach was the pas- 
tor at the time the centennial was 
observed. 


"The movement to form an_ in- 
dependent church which was begun 
during the ministry of Rev. R. S. 
Bach was completed while Rev. W. 
G. Kilbourne served as our pastor. 
At this time the name of the church 
was changed to “Kasbeer Commun- 
ity Church.” Rev. Mr. Kilbourne 
served several months, beginning in 
the fall of 1938, terminating in 1939. 


The Church was without a pastor 
for some months. One Sunday 
morning we were without a speak- 
er. Mr. and Mrs. Victor Augsburge; 
were in the audience, having come 
to request Mrs. Augsburger’s (nee 
Mary Jane Ross’) church letter. A! 
this time Mr. Augsburger was as- 
sistant Pastor of the Midwest Bible 
Church in Chicago. He was asked 
to speak at the morning service and 
the Church immediately extended 
to him an invitation to become our 
Pastor. He served from Oct. |, 1939 
to Aug. 14, 1946. 

He was ordained soon after com- 
ing to Kasbeer. Special services 
were conducted by Rev. Carl Tanis 
of Sudan Interior Mission in Africa, 
Rev. Mr. Linberg, who presented a 
very clear discussion on Bible pro- 
phecy, Chief White Feather and 
Rev. John R. Rice. As a result of 
these services, a goodly number of 
members were added to our churcn. 


Extensive improvements were made to the church plant and par- 
sonage, including bath rooms, water systems, hardwood floors in the 
parsonage, new garage, carpeting in the church, etc. A Hammond 
electric organ was purchased which has continually added much to 


the worship services. 


PAGE TWENTY-FIVE 


Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Augsburger have two daughters, Shawn and 
Marie. Rev. Mr. Augsburger is now pastor of the Zoar Presbyterian 
Church at George, lowa: 


Walter T. Gray 


Omar Brubaker | 


Rev. Walter T. Gray followed 
immediately as pastor of our 
church and served until the middle 
of September 1950. There were two 
series of special meetings held, one 
by Chief White Feather and one by 
a group from the Sudan Interior 
Mission. 

The kitchen was modernized and 
folding doors were installed in the 
basement to make additional Sun- 
day School rooms. 

Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Gray are the 
parents of two children, Gayle and 
Gary. 

Since leaving Kasbeer Rev. Mr. 
Gray has been in Dallas, Texas with 
the Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund, 
which is a life insurance company 
for protestant ministers. He is now 
regional manager for the southwest 
area. 


In November 1950 Omar Brubaker 
ecame our pastor. 


The following January he was 
married to Joanne Cameron, and 
together they served the church 
until August 1953. Mr. Brubaker 
became an ordained pastor while 
serving here. 

Several series of special meetings 
vrere held, the most outstanding, 
being by Rev. Tom Presnell and his 
evangelistic party. Also emphasis 
was made on leadership and teach- 
er training courses in which a large 
number participated. 

Since leaving Kasbeer Rev. Mr. 
Brubaker has continued his educa- 
tion and is now teaching Christian 
Education at the Moody Bible In- 
stitute. 

Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Brubaker and 
their four daughters are now resid- 
ing in Winfield, Illinois. 
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Rev. rey Fensler 


Rev. Carl Conn 
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Rev. Kenneth Fensler accepted 
the call to be our pastor. Serving 
from November 22, 1953 to August 
15, 1956. During this time, Mrs. Lois 
Fensler started the church orchestra. 
also the jail ministry was begun and 
carried with Howard Williams as 
chairman, who since has gone to 
be with the Lord. The Fenslers are 
the parents of four children, two 
boys and two girls. Presently they 
are located at Columbus City, 
Indiana. 


The pulpit was next filled by Rev. 
Mr. Wayne Buchanan. His ministry 
though short was profitable in spirit- 
ual growth for the church. He con- 
ducted his own revival services, 
with the help of Rev. Mr. and Mrs. 
Clayton of the Congregational 
Church at Wyanet. 

Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Buchanan are 
the parents of one son and one 
daughter who are both married. 

They are now with the Commun- 
ity Baptist Church, located at Silver 
Lake, Wisconsin. 


Our present pastor, Rev. Mr. Carl 
Conradt with his wife, two talented 
high school daughters, Lois and 
Joyce, and younger son, David, 
came to us in December, 1957. 
Under his leadership the church has 
grown spiritually and several new 
members have been added. The 
participation of the young people in 
church activities has expanded. 

The interior of the church hea; 
jpeen brightened by new carpeting 
and the re-building of the entry is 
an improvement that everyone ap- 
preciates. 

In July 1963, Mr. Sowers offered 
the church the opportunity to buy 
six lots adjoining the church on the 
north. This purchase was made. 

Through the past one hundred 
twenty-five years our church has 
stood as a lighthouse of funda- 
mental Christian teaching—where 
souls have been saved and the 


Christians have been built up in the faith—That will stand the test 
through the ages. It is the earnest prayer of each one that our church 

rnay remain steadfast until Christ comes to take His Church to Him- 

self. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 


Front R. L-R: Beryl Wade, Treas., Carl G. Conradt, Pastor; Robert 
Smith, Chairman; John Vickrey, Clerk. 

Second R. L.-R.: Floyd Turner, Floyd Hornback, Harold Hornback, 
Curtis Fordham, Harry Smith. 

Third R. L.-R.: Orville Enbom, Edward Bohm, Marion Schultz, 
Gerald Ringenberg. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICER 


yt : . ; 4 
Seated: Miss Sharon Wade, Superintendent; Ruth Sabin, Treas., 


Standing: Bill Fordham, Asst. Supt.; Lois Hornback, Asst. S.S. 
Secretary, Curtis Fordham, S.S. Secretary. 
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Left to Right: Brice Schultz, Robert Philhower, Melody Turner, Mrs. 
Clarence Dickinson, teacher; Steven Arteberry, Joel Dickin- 


son, Mrs. Eugene Dickinson. 


BEGINNERS 


Front Row: Diana Philhower, Tammy Sabin, Theresa Hale, Marla 
Enbom, Brian Arteberry, and Cheryl Smith. 


Second Row: Terry Storline, Jeffrey Ringenberg, Steven Linker, 
Phillip Turner, and Diana Lange. Teacher, Laura McCall. 
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lst AND 2nd PRIMARY 


Ny 


lst Row, 1 to r seated: Rex Hale, Keith Arteberry, Danny Smith, 
Susan Dickinson, Sue Black. 

Second Row: Mrs. Dorothy Conradt, teacher of 2nd Primary: 
Robert Philhower, Danny Joe Smith, Kathleen Hale, Sandra 
Turner, Jimmy Sabin, Ruth Enbom, teacher of Ist Primary. 

Back Row: Jeanette Hale, Brenda Taylor, Angela Turner, Mrs. 
Dorothy Dickinson, Superintendent; Susie Bohm, Sandra 
Bohm. 


JUNIOR BOYS AND GIRLS CLASS 


Ist Row Seated left to right: Steven Turner, Michael Dickinson, 
Robert Hunton, Martin Hunton, Richard Schafer, Larry Under- 
wood. 

2nd Row: Randy Morris, Kathryn Hornback, (Junior Dept. Super- 
intendent), Audrey Turner, Terri Taylor, Patty Hornback, 
Karen Bohm, Mary Kranov, (Junior Girls’ Teacher), Susan 
Dickinson, Marion Schultz, (Junior Boys’ Teacher). 
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INTERMEDIATE CLASS 


| Front row, l. to r.: Barbara Hornback, Cheryl Dickinson, Rebecca 
Enbom, Cathy Turner, Jeanette Hornback. 

Back Row: Julie Ringenberg, Barbara Smith, Lynn McCall, Mrs. 
Dorothy Bohn, Teacher. 


HIGH SCHOOL CLASS 


Bé 


Back Row, L-R: Thersa Tippner, Carol Wade, Terry Potts, Diane 
Hornback, David Conradt, Ronald Finkle, Steven McCall. 
2nd Row: Robert Smith, Teacher; Linda Bohm, Richard Smith, 

Diane Morris, Brent Ringenberg, Charlene Hansen, Lynn 
Dickinson, Arleta Enbom, Orville Enbom, Asst. Teacher. 
Front Row: Kenneth Bohm, Dennis Hornback, Donald McCall, 

Carol Bowers, Kathy Bohm, Phyllis Hornback, Gayle Horn- 


back. 
President, Caryl Wade; Secretary, Diane Hornback. 
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SOS CLASS 


The S OS Class had its first meeting in the fall of 1946 in the 
parsonage with approximately 22 members of the class present. The 
name S O S (Serving Our Saviour) was decided upon by the group 
present. Mrs. Dorothy Gray our Pastor’s wife was chosen as teacher 
of the class. 

Mr. Ferris Gutshall later became the teacher and taught until 
Mr. Gene Dickinson, the present teacher took over in 1956. 

The class partially supports Rev. Stephen Sitole, missionary 
with the South Africa General Mission. 


Back Row, left to right: Raymond McCall, Orville Enbom, Ed 
Bohm, Gerald Ringenberg, Eugene Dickinson, Teacher, Dale 
Schafer, Harry Smith, President; Bill Fordham. 


3rd Row: Don Tumer, Harold Homback, Carl May, Calvin Phil- 
hower, Bob Peterson, Lester Turner, Dale Arteberry, Beryl 
Wade, Robert Smith, Vice President, Marion Schultz. 


2nd Row: Elizabeth Philhower, Joyce Smith, Phyllis Turmer, Doris 
Bohm, Lois Hornback, Evelyn Schultz, Ruth Sabin, Marilyn 
Fordham, Ruth Enbom, Floyd Hornback. 


Ist Row: Carol Arteberry, Kay Hornback, Lucille Smith, Hazel 
Schafer, Dorothy Dickinson, Janet Turner, Rachel Ringenberg, 
(Secretary), Pearl May, Laura McCall. 
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ADULT BIBLE CLASS 


Seated left to right: John Vickrey, Treas.; Annabelle Eickmeier, 
Sec.: Ethel Martin, Maude Headings, Rev. Carl Conradt, 
Teacher: Asst. Teacher, Curtis Fordham. 


Second row: Lizzie Vickrey, Teresa Boyle, Lillian Hensel, Lillie 
Hornback, Floyd Turner, Anna Emmett, Wiliam Emmett. 


Top row-left to right: Rollin Eickmeier, Minnie McGonigle, Mary 
Tippner, Jeanette Potts, Harvey Hornback, Madeline Smith, 
Glenn Smith. 
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SENIOR ADULT CLASS 


Standing left to right. Hattie Black, Secretary; Lillian Turner, 
Charles Doty: Teacher. 


Seated: Allie Shafer, Louise Matson, Emma Brown. 
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MEN’S BROTHERHOOD 


The Men's Brotherhood was organized in 1952 with Mr. Eugene 
Natfziger as its leader, not present. The brethren of the church sensed 
a need for this fellowship which could be used to the glory of God and 
our Lord. It provided a time of fellowship among their own group as 
well as the unchurched who would feel welcome. The fellowship 
meetings were conducted by the brethren but many times outside 
speakers brought a challenge to them. 


The Brotherhood has seen possible to take on a regular monthly 
support of a missionary. It pays the way for several needy children 
of the area to a Bible camp each year. May the Lord's blessing con- 
tinue to rest upon these brethren “and let us not be weary in well 
doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”’ Gal. 6:9. 


Seated L-R.,: Floyd Turner, Marion Schultz, Carl May, secretary; 
Floyd Hornback, president; Pastor Conradt, Harry Smith. 


2nd R.: Donald Turner, Harold Hornback, Bob Peterson, Lester 
Turner, Carl Matson, Bill Fordham, Robert Smith. 


Back R.: Orville Enbom, Edward Bohm, Calvin Philhower, Gerald 
Ringenberg, John Vickrey, Beryl Wade. 
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The present Missionary society was organized October 6, 1901 
with thirteen charter members. This is the oldest auxiliary of the 
church at the present time. Its present ministry reaches out to nine 
missionaries who receive regular monthly support, six missionaries 
part time, four missions part time, one children’s home, one Christian 
Day School, tract distribution, radio and opening closed churches. 


Four of the charter members still remain with us until this day, 
not present. They are: Mrs. Gertrude Sweitzer, Moline, Ill.; Mrs. Ger- 
tie Scholes, Prairie View; Mrs. Mae Childs, Lee County Nursing Home; 
and Aunt Marge Slutz, Prairie View Home. Three of these are no 
longer on the mission roll call. Aunt Marge Slutz’ name is still called. 


The missionary giving of the church averaged about four thous- 
and dollars a year the past years. Our Lord promised if you give “‘it 
shall be given unto you.... ” Luke 6:39. 


Ist row 1 to r. Allie Schafer. Kay Hornback, -V. Pres., Dorothy 
Dickinson, -Pres., Rachel Ringenberg, -Sec’y, Ruth Enbom, 
-Treas., Lillian Turner, Louise Matson, Dorothy Conradt. 


2nd row: Hattie Black, Lois Hornback, Evelyn Schultz, Lizzie 
Vickrey, Theresa Boyle, Clara Matson, Pearl May, Joyce 
Smith, Elizabeth Philhower. 


3rd row: Carol Arteberry, Annabel Eickmeier, Marilyn Fordham. 
Lillian Hensel, Mary Kranov, Lillie Hormback, Jennie Lydick, 
Ruth Sabin, Janet Turner. 


4th row: Phyllis Turner, Madeline Smith, Mary Tippner, Minnie 
McGonigle, Dorothy Bohm, Laura McCall. 
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THE CHOIR 


Ist row seated left to right: Phyllis Hornback, Katherine Tumer, 
Carol Bowers, Kathryn Hornback (Choir leader); Mary Kran- 
ov, (Organist); Doris Bohm, (Pianist); Barbara Hornback, 
Jeanette Hornback. 


2nd row: Gayle Hornback, Lynn Dickinson, Arleta Enbom, Richard 
Smith, Brent Ringenberg, Lynn McCall, Barbara Smith, Julie 
Ringenberg. 


3rd row: Rachel Ringenberg, Terry Potts, Diane Morris, Diane 
Hornback, Dorothy Bohm (Special Numbers Chairman), 
Laura McCall, Lois Hornback, Janet Turner. 


Top row: Donald Turner, Robert Smith, Harry Smith, Marion 
Schultz, David Conradt. 
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KASBEER SCHOOL 1924 


DAILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


es 

RS 
aS 
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The first DVBS was held in the Kasbeer Church in 1924. Rev. R. | 
E. Brooks organized it when he was serving on the field. 


There were 72 pupils and 9 teachers and helpers. This ministry 
of the church has continued annually since. 
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HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Harvey Hornback 
Mrs. Madeline Smith 
Mrs. Elsie Natiziger 
Mrs. Orville Enbom 
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FIFTY YEAR MEMBERS 


I Peter 1:5 
“Who are kept by the Power of God through faith until salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time.” 
Mrs. Louise Matson 
Miss Emma Pickup 
Miss Mary Pickup 
Mrs. Minnie Conkling 


125TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEES 


Social Committee: 
Evelyn Schultz 
Annabelle Morris 


SOUVENIR AND BOOK COMMITTEE 


Caryl Wade 
Sharon Wade 
Diane Morris 


MUSIC COMMITTEE 


Doris Bohm 
Mary Kranov 
Dorothy Bohm 

Kathryn Hornback 
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INDEX 


HISTORY AND FOUNDING OF THE 
METHODIST PROTESTANT CHRUCH 


‘Pictures of some Pastors who served during this period—first 
hundred years. 
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